JUN-27-2006 15:51 



PPULEY PETERSEN ET PL 



847 490 1403 



P. 03/08 



Serial No. 09/967,218 



Docket No.: KCC-15.529 



Amendments to the Claims 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1, (Currently Amended) A strengthened polypropylene textile fibe r., where in the 
oongiGdng ofiGcndally of polypropylene blondod with is selected from the grpup 
con&istine of propylene homopolvmers. copolymers contai mnp up to about 10% by 
weipht ethylene, and C^-C.n alpha-olefm c omonomers. and wherein the 
polypropylene texrile fiber is strengthened bv about 0.59-4% by weight impact 
modifiier of etfavlener-propylenc'dienfe'monome n whoroin th e impaot modifier diat has 
elastomeric properties such that it can be elongated by at least 50% of its relaxed 
length by an applied force and that it will recover upon release of the applied force at 
least 40% of its elongation, and 1b polootod - from tho group oonaisting of othylono 

propyksno diono monomor, gtyrono/otfaylono 00 butodi e na/styronQ, styrono 

poly(QthylonQ propyl o no) otyrono poly(othylono propylono). multi bloolc olaptomeii e 
oopolym e rs, polyurothnnoc, polyomidofl, poly e gters, singl e sico or motallooQm» - 
OQtalyz e d polyolefins having density lo s s than about 0.89 gromG/co, and 
flrTiylQTiQ/fityrian Q wherein the strengthened polypropylene textile fiber is softer than a 
comparable non-strengthened polvpropvlcne fiber as dete rmined by a Cup Cnigb Xest- 

Claims 2-4 (Canceled) 

5. (Original) A spunbond fiber comprising the textile fiber of Claim 1. 

6. (Original) A staple fiber comprising the textile fiber of Claim 1, 

7. (Original) A multi-fiber yam comprising the textile fiber of Claim 1 . 

8. (Original) A knit fabric comprising the textile fiber of Claim 1. 
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9. (Original) A woven fabric comprising the textile fiber of Claim 1. 

10. (Original) A nonwoven fabric comprising the textile fiber of Claim 1 . 

1 1. (Original) Ad absorbent article comprising the nonwoven fabric of Claim 10. 
Claims 12-19 (Canceled) 

20, (Currently Amended) A nonwoven fabric comprising a plurality of modified 
pQl yproDvlene fibers, wherein the modified fibora oonoioUng Qfloontially of 
polypropylene bleftded is selected from the proup consisting of propylene 
homopolvmers. cooolvmcrs contaip iTip up to abnnt 10% bv weight ethylene, and Giz 
C^^ alDha-olefin comonomers. and wh erein the modified polyproTTvlene fibers are 
strenetfiened with about 1-25% by weight impact modifier of ethylene-propylene- 
diene-monome r> wherein the impaot modifi er that has elastomeric properties such tiiat 
It can be elongated bv at least 50% of its relaxed len^ bv an applied force and that it 
will recover upon release of the applied force at least 40% of its elongation, and is 
fidleetod — — «he — group oonsioting — of — ethylene propylono diono monomer, 
e tyrono/othyleno oo butodi e n e /styrone, and styron e poly(othyleno propyleno) ot^Ton e 
pniy(nt>iy1nnn > prnpylm ft ^ whcfcin the modified po l vpfODvlene fibers are softer than 
comparable non-modified polvpropvlene fibers a s determined bv a Cup Crush Test , 

2L (Original) The nonwoven fabric of Claim 20, wherein the modified fibers 
comprise about 2-15% by weight impact modifier. 

22. (Original) The nonwoven fabric of Claim 20, wherein the modified fibers 
comprise about 3-10% by weight impact modifier. 

23- (Original) An absorbent article comprising the nonwoven fabric of Claim 20. 
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